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INTRODUCTION 
 
To IMSA Competitors, Team Members, and Support Staff – 
  
We are all very excited, and have been working very hard, to be able to get our race cars back on track at events to resume 
the 2020 IMSA season.  In order to accomplish this properly, however, we all must recognize the substantial 
responsibility we have to do so with the safety of our participants and those in the local community in mind.  Following 
thorough collaboration with public health officials, medical experts and state and federal officials, IMSA has 
implemented this comprehensive plan to ensure the health and safety of our competitors and the surrounding 
communities. 
  
In accordance with the CDC, OSHA, and local, state, and federal government recommendations, we have significantly 
modified event procedures to help reduce health risks.  These protocols must be strictly followed for your safety, and 
that of your fellow competitors and the local community.  We thank you, in advance, for your cooperation in helping our 
safe and successful return. 
  
Thank you for all your hard work as we continue to navigate these unprecedented times.  Most importantly, please 
continue to stay safe and healthy. 

  
John Doonan 
President, IMSA 
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PLAN OVERVIEW 
 
IMSA has developed a comprehensive plan to return to racing in a safe, responsible manner. Every aspect of how IMSA 
conducts a race event has been modified to align with The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance to 
minimize risk of COVID-19 exposure and spread.  
 
These guidelines were developed in close consultation with a panel of medical experts with broad experience in infectious 
diseases, many of whom have been on the front line in treating COVID-19 patients across the country. IMSA’s Event 
Operations Protocol centers on three interconnected pillars: robust medical screening, social distancing and 
compartmentalization, and detailed contingency plans to address potential emerging infection. 
 
 
MEDICAL SCREENING 
 
IMSA has mandated a strict medical screening strategy for every individual participating in a race event. Prior to 
our return to the track, organizations will identify their essential personnel based upon the reduced allocations 
of eligible participants allowed by IMSA. Those personnel will be screened by their organizations well in advance 
of the event day and are required to familiarize themselves with the CDC guidance on COVID-19 prevention best 
practices as well as state and local directives in the event area. Upon arriving at the track, all personnel will be 
screened outside the facility by medical professionals or IMSA personal before being granted access to the 
paddock to participate.  
 
Throughout the course of the event day medical professionals or IMSA personnel will continue random screening 
of all personnel, including pre-exit screening before personnel depart the event. If medical authorities have 
concerns at any time about an individual’s suitability to participate, that person will be denied access to the event 
until cleared by their personal physician. As testing materials become more widely available and in consultation 
with our medical experts, IMSA may include testing as an element of the medical screening process. 
 
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING AND COMPARTMENTALIZATION 
 
Teams, industry support personnel, and all participants will create functional teams around their at-track activity. 
If a mechanic becomes positive, it impacts that functional cell and not the entire paddock. Participants will be 
restricted to working only in the area necessary to perform their role; for example, those who work in the Race 
Control and affiliates will not access the paddock area to further reduce the risk of cross contamination. We will 
utilize the entire racetrack property to allow for maximum distance between functional cells.  
 
Entering and exiting the track will be executed in a sequenced manner, with participants assigned specific times 
to arrive and released in a controlled, staggered manner to prevent large gatherings of people in any one place. 
Movement in the garage/paddock area will be confined to marked directional paths to better maintain proper 
social distancing parameters. Teams will also ensure individuals keep track of the areas they access during the 
day to facilitate contact tracing. 
 
 
 



 

DETAILED CONTINGENCY PLANNING 
 
Working with medical and government authorities, IMSA has developed detailed procedures to address potential 
emerging infections. During pre-entry screening, the IMSA Safety Team Medical Director will provide an on-site 
secondary assessment to determine if a participant will be allowed to access the facility.  If a participant develops 
symptoms during the event day, dedicated medical resources inside the facility will be prepared to isolate that 
individual and a disinfecting / decontaminating response will be implemented to ensure vehicles, equipment and 
work areas are quickly cleaned. In accordance with state and local mandates, IMSA will rapidly notify public 
health officials and others potentially impacted by a suspected case. 
 
IMSA will return in an environment that will focus on the safety of our competitors and those in the local community. 
Compliance with the requirements and procedures outlined in the Event Operations Protocol is critical to our collective 
success. 
 
 
This Event Operations Protocol is intended as a communications document to provide the industry guidance on changes in operations and protocols for IMSA events. Adherence to any 
recommendations included in this Protocol will not ensure the health and safety from transmission of Covid-19 in every situation. Furthermore, the recommendations contained in this Protocol 
should not be interpreted as setting a standard of care or be deemed inclusive of all proper methods of care nor exclusive of other methods of care reasonably directed to obtaining the same 
results. This Protocol reflects the best available information at the time it was prepared. Future CDC, OSHA or medical professional guidance may require revisions to the Protocol based on new 
information. Policies and protocols may be superseded by emerging federal, state and local restrictions. IMSA does not and cannot warrant the completeness of the Protocols and assumes no 
responsibility for any injury or damage to persons or property arising out of or related to a use of this Protocol or for any errors or omissions.  
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The health and safety of our competitors, employees, fans, and the communities in which we race has been 
IMSA’s top priority since the pandemic began and will remain so as we return to competition in a responsible 
manner. It is critical that every member of the industry follow the guidelines in IMSA’s Event Operations Protocol 
to ensure a successful resumption of racing activities and to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission. 
 
Prior to participating in an IMSA Event, every member of the industry must familiarize themselves with the CDC 
recommendations regarding prevention of COVID-19, state and local directives specific to the Event area and 
the process and procedures outlined in the Event Operations Protocol. 
 
Organizations must verify that every member identified to participate in an IMSA Event has completed the 
COVID-19 Awareness and Training Requirements before arriving at the Event site. 
 
 
CDC EDUCATION RESOURCES 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has an information hub that includes comprehensive guidance 
for operating in COVID-19 threat environment. At a minimum, participants will familiarize themselves with the 
following CDC guidance: 
 

- People Who Need to Take Extra Precautions  
- People Who are at Higher Risk for Severe Illness 
- How to Protect Yourself and Others 
- COVID-19 Symptoms 
- What to Do if You are Sick 

 
 

STATE AND LOCAL DIRECTIVES 
 
IMSA will provide the industry with applicable state and local directives in advance of each Event. Each organization 
is responsible for ensuring that their members have familiarized themselves with these directives prior to traveling 
to the Event location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
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TRAVEL GUIDANCE  
 
CDC guidance remains to stay at home as much as possible and practice social distancing. In advance of IMSA 
Events, participants must follow that guidance and self-isolate before and between events to reduce exposure to 
potential infection. IMSA strongly recommends avoiding public transportation as much as possible. In accordance 
with CDC guidance regarding essential travel, participants driving to IMSA Events will: 
 

- Comply with organizational pre-event and post-event screening guidelines in advance of and after 
travel to and from IMSA Events. 

 

- Wear a cloth mask anytime you leave your home. 
 
 

- Minimize contact with others (limit carpooling or using buses and/or vans to transport multiple 
passengers in a single vehicle). 

 

- Anticipate needs before departing your home to minimize unnecessary stops which could increase 
your exposure risk. 

 

- Pack non-perishable food and water for the trip. 
 

- Have alcohol-based hand sanitizer readily available in your vehicle. 
 

- Travel directly to the Event location and return directly to your home after the Event. 
 

Do not travel if you are sick or plan to travel with someone who is sick. Please do your part and travel 
responsibly. Do not fly when you can drive. Do not pack people into minivans and SUVs. Everyone in the car 
must always wear masks. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
 
As per DHS and CBP waiver approval, IMSA will be submitting a spreadsheet to CBP identifying the driver, team members, 
essential staff, and/or dependents (including passport number) who are listed on the relative team rosters and are 
approved for our events.  It is incumbent on each traveler to ensure that their own travel documents (ex. VISA, ESTA, 
etc.) are in acceptable order. 
 
Below are links with CDC’s travel notices and travel health guidance for each country for your reference.  
 

- CDC Travel Notices 
- Travel Health Guidance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-global
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-global
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html


9 CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY 

 

      
EVENT OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

AIR TRAVEL 
 

PRIVATE 
 

- Whenever possible, depart from or arrive into smaller private airports. 
 

- Temperature checks must be taken prior to boarding the aircraft; anyone with a temperature of 
100.0°F or higher should not board the aircraft. 
 

- Practice social distancing in terminal waiting areas. 
 

- Ensure that charters or private plans commit to providing as clean and hygienic airplanes as 
possible. 

 

- Airlines should assign fixed crews, with limited commercial flight exposure. 
 

- Seating – all flights should be configured to provide as many empty seats or rows and free space 
between passengers as possible, and the airplanes should be treated as Restricted Areas when 
not in use. 

 

- Food & beverage service – in-flight catering should be as limited as possible to avoid touchpoints. 
 

- If necessary, bring food and beverages onboard to reduce contact with in-flight staff.  
Single-use utensils, napkins, plates, condiments, and hand wipes should be provided for 
and disposed of after each meal. 

 

- Entertainment systems with high-touch surfaces must be cleaned before and after each flight. 
 

- Cloth masks should be worn by all passengers at all times while inside the aircraft.  
 
 

PUBLIC AIRPORTS 
 

- When traveling through public airports, avoid crowded areas to the extent possible. 
 

- Practice social distancing in terminal waiting areas. 
 

- Consider using disinfectant wipes to clean high-touch surfaces like entertainment systems.  
 

- All travelers should wear a cloth mask at all times while utilizing commercial air travel or traveling 
public airports. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY 

 

      
EVENT OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
 

- Utilize hotels that employ appropriate COVID-19 sanitation and cleaning procedures as recommended 
by the CDC and/or OSHA. 
 

- Do not congregate in public areas of the hotel. 
 

- Encourage hotel to put all members of the group on the same floor of the hotel. 
 

- Assign one person per room when possible. 
 

- When possible, book rooms on lower floors and discourage the use of elevators. 
 

- As an added protective measure upon checking in to a hotel room, travelers should consider using 
disinfectant wipes to clean high-touch surfaces like doorknobs, counters, and desktops. 

 
 
DINING 

 
- While local restaurants may be open, participants asked not to dine inside restaurants and get all meals 

to go.  When possible, secure private dining space in hotel. 
 
 
USE OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
 
This Event Operations Protocol includes personal protective equipment requirements for all participants at 
IMSA Events. 
 

- All non-medical personnel must wear a cloth mask at all times upon arrival at the Event site until 
departing from the Event site. 

 

- In accordance with CDC recommendations, it is strongly recommended that a cloth mask be worn 
anytime a person is outside their home. 

 
 
RESPONSE TO POTENTIAL EXPOSURE 
 
In the event of a potential exposure situation, detailed procedures for participants and organizations are outlined 
in the Event Operations Protocol. 
 

- Participants must immediately report to IMSA if a participant receives a lab-confirmed positive diagnosis of 
COVID-19, and should immediately conduct extensive contact tracing to determine if other individuals may have 
been exposed to the infected person and should contact their personal physician, seek testing and/or self-isolate.  
 

- Participants must also report to IMSA if they have directed a participant to self-isolate and/or seek testing due 
to the onset of COVID-19 symptoms away from an event, and should immediately conduct extensive contact 
tracing to determine if other individuals may have been exposed to the potentially infected person and should 
contact their personal physician, seek testing and/or self-isolate.  
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- Reports of suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases within the industry may be submitted to IMSA’s Medical 
Liaison department. 
 

- Participants must be familiar with requirements for cleaning and disinfecting vehicles, equipment and 
work areas as outlined in the Cleaning & Disinfecting section of the Event Operations Protocol. 

 

- A comprehensive guide prepared by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration regarding best 
practices for workplace cleaning related to COVID-19 can be found at the link below.  

 
- Guidance on Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf


12 CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY 

 

      
EVENT OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

 
 
 
 

PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE 

EQUIPMENT (PPE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY 

 

      
EVENT OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

 
To help ensure the safety of all participants at an Event and in accordance with the CDC recommendations, IMSA 
has implemented requirements for the wearing of personal protective equipment (PPE) for all personnel. 
 
PPE REQUIREMENTS 

All industry personnel will be required to, at a minimum, wear cloth masks at an Event and it is highly 
recommended that they be worn during any preparation prior to the Event. 
 
 
PRE-EVENT (before initiating travel to the Event site) 
 

IMSA has provided a reference below to assist you with any questions concerning Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE). 
 

- How to Protect Yourself and Others 
 
 
PRE-ENTRY (Upon arrival at the track before entering the facility) 
 

It will be mandatory for all personnel to wear a cloth face mask before beginning the pre-entry screening process. 
 
 
DURING THE EVENT (After accessing the facility through the completion of the race) 
 

Organizations are expected to provide PPE for all members listed on their associated roster(s). 
 

- Event participants who require access to the Infield Care Center for non-emergent care will be 
required to wear a disposable mask provided by the medical staff prior to entering. 

 

- Hand sanitizer will be distributed onsite to each team. 
 

- In addition to all required and recommended safety measures listed in the IMSA Regulations 
and Event Standards, Event participants are required to wear a cloth mask at all times while 
at the venue. This includes but is not limited to: 

 

- Race team members in the pit area unless face is covered by appropriate safety gear 
as required by the IMSA Regulations. 

 

- Any crew member over the wall (on the “hot” side of pit lane) servicing a Car must 
wear a helmet with a face shield that covers their nose and mouth down to the chin 
or the fire resistant hood covering nose and mouth completely. 
 

- All crew members behind the wall must wear a cloth mask at all times. 
 

- Race team members on top of their pit structure. 
 

- IMSA Officials unless face is covered by appropriate safety gear as required by the IMSA 
Regulations. 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html


14 CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY 

 

      
EVENT OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

 

- All Track/Race Services workers when the face is not covered by appropriate safety gear 
including, but not limited to, when not responding to an incident and immediately 
following completion of response actions. 

 

- Broadcast partner personnel covering the Event 
 

- In addition to the safety requirements specified in the IMSA Regulations, drivers must wear 
a cloth mask at all times unless immediately replaced by the driver’s helmet.  

 

- If a driver is involved in an accident or otherwise unable to complete the race and track 
services personnel respond, the driver must continue wearing his/her helmet until a safety 
worker provides an appropriate face mask for the driver. 

 
 
POST-EVENT (After departing the track) 
 

All personnel should carefully remove all PPE utilized during an Event in a safe and appropriate manner, this 
includes taking care to avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth during removal. 

 
- CDC Guidance: PPE Removal 

 

- Hands should be washed immediately after removing PPE. 
 

- Reusable face masks should be appropriately stored during travel and laundered upon return home. 
 
NOTE: If multiple people are traveling in the same vehicle then face masks should be worn during travel. 

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/ppe/ppe-sequence.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/ppe/ppe-sequence.pdf


15 CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY 

 

      
EVENT OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

 
 
 
 

INDUSTRY EVENT 
ROSTER AND 
CREDENTIAL 

REQUIREMENTS



16 CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY 

 

      
EVENT OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

To help verify essential personnel for all Organizations needed for an Event, IMSA has implemented 
mandatory Event Rosters applicable to all industry personnel directly involved in race Events.  

All participants’ names must be added to a Corporate Member event roster and must submit a completed 
HIPAA waiver and COVID-19 waiver to IMSA five (5) days prior to the race Event.  
 
 
EVENT ROSTER 
 
The minimum number of industry personnel required to safely conduct the Event will be submitted via a COVID-19 
Event Roster. These essential personnel will be required to be approved by IMSA and will undergo medical screening 
before and during each Event. 
 
 
PRE-EVENT (before initiating travel to the event site) 

All personnel will be identified by name to IMSA at least five (5) days in advance of the first day of the Event. 

 
- RACE TEAMS will continue to utilize the IMSA Roster system available when logging into MERG 

under the COVID-19 tab.  
 

- First Name, Last Name, email, cell phone number and Role will be required. 
 

- IWSC will be limited to 20 essential personnel per Car including Entrant 
Representatives, Drivers, Crew Members and Driver Coaches.  

 

- IMPC will be limited to 12 essential personnel per Car including Entrant 
Representatives, Drivers, Crew Members and Driver Coaches. 
 

- IPC will be limited to 12 essential personnel per Car including Entrant 
Representatives, Drivers, Crew Members and Driver Coaches. 
 

- Porsche GT3 Cup will be limited to 10 essential personnel per Car including 
Entrant Representatives, Drivers, Crew Members and Driver Coaches. 
 

- LST will be limited to 10 essential personnel per Car including Entrant 
Representatives, Drivers, Crew Members and Driver Coaches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://merg.imsa.com/#/login
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- OEMS AND INDUSTRY SUPPORT will utilize the IMSA Roster system available by logging 
onto MERG under the COVID -19 tab. 

 
- First Name, Last Name, email and cell phone number will be required. 

 

- OEM’s will be limited to 7 essential workers. 
 

- Premium Industry Support (Non-OEM) will be limited to 5 essential workers. 
 

- Standard Industry Support will be limited to 2 essential workers. 

 

• TRACKS AND IMSA DEPARTMENTS will submit all names associated with their 
organizational roster via MERG. 

 
- First Name, Last Name, email and cell phone number will be required. 
 

- Every potential participant must undergo pre-event screening after their name is added 
to a Corporate Member roster. 

 
Event rosters will be limited to essential personnel only. These limits will be strictly enforced by IMSA.  Once a 
Corporate Member roster has been submitted, an approval email will be sent to the Corporate Member 
Representatives contact. 

 
- If there is an issue with any aspect of the submitted Event Roster, IMSA will reach out to the 

Corporate Member Representative to work through the issue. 
 
 

CREDENTIALS  
 
In a continued effort to streamline our return to racing the following changes have been made to the at-track 
registration process. There will be no at-track registration on site. All credentials will be required to be finalized 
prior to an Event. 
 
PRE-EVENT (before initiating travel to the event site) 
 
All personnel that need an annual credential or an SEC for the event must be identified by name to IMSA by using 
the Corporate Member Annual Credential Roster or SEC Roster by the Monday prior to the event week. This will be 
the same deadline as the Event Confirmation Declaration for Teams.   
 

- Teams will use MERG to add any Annual Credential or SEC essential personnel to the Annual 
Credential roster or SEC roster. IMSA will charge the Corporate Member, if necessary, when the 
Annual Credential or SEC is produced prior to the event.  

 

 

https://merg.imsa.com/#/login
https://merg.imsa.com/#/login
https://merg.imsa.com/#/login
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- COVID-19 Event Rosters will be reviewed by IMSA Administration to ensure that all SECs 
match the SEC Rosters submitted by the Corporate Member.  

 

- Passes will have name of individual listed on roster printed on the SEC. 
 

- Once charges have been made, receipts for SECs will be available on MERG.  
 

- All Credentials applications must be received by IMSA by close of business on Tuesday prior to 
event week to be processed in time for the event – no exceptions.  

 

- Credentials will be mailed to the Entrant, Team or Corporate Representative in order to be 
received by the Friday prior to the event week unless the Team or Corporate Member is 
International.  

 

- For International Members IMSA will make arrangements for the credentials to be picked up 
prior to the medical screening. If any Team or Corporate Member does not want credentials 
mailed please reach out to registration@imsa.com.  

 

- Individuals receiving credentials will need to make arrangements with the Entrant, Team or 
Corporate Representative to secure their credential prior to coming to the track for entry.  

 
To access the event garage/paddock all individuals will be required to have Annual Credential/Single 
Event Credential + Essential sticker (which can only be given if all pre-screening requirements are received 
by the deadline above).  

 
 
WAIVERS  
 
All participants must submit a completed HIPAA waiver and COVID-19 waiver five (5) days prior to the event or 
they will NOT be granted access to the event. 
 

- See Appendix A for instructions

https://merg.imsa.com/#/login
mailto:registration@imsa.com
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To reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission, IMSA has implemented medical-related guidelines and procedures 
applicable to all industry personnel directly involved in race events. These guidelines were developed in 
conjunction with infectious disease experts and consulting physicians currently assessing and treating COVID-
19 patients and incorporate the latest CDC recommendations. 
 
 
EVENT SCREENING 
 
The minimum number of essential personnel required to safely conduct the event will be present at each race 
event. All personnel on-site will undergo multiple iterations of medical screening before, during and after each 
event. 
 
PRE-EVENT (before initiating travel to the event site) 
 
All personnel must be identified by name to IMSA at least five (5) days in advance of the event day. 
 

- Certain populations may be at increased personal risk regarding COVID-19. Please review the 
CDC definition of “People Who Are at Higher Risk of Severe Illness,” e.g. people over 65, and 
people with existing underlying medical conditions such as: chronic lung disease, moderate to 
severe asthma, severe heart disease, immunocompromised, chronic kidney disease, liver disease, 
severe obesity, diabetes, etc. 
 

- For further details, visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-
precautions/ people-at-higher-risk.html. 

 

- IMSA strongly recommends that individuals who meet the CDC definition of “People Who are at 
Higher Risk of Severe Illness,” not participate in the event. If you are unsure if you meet the 
CDC definitions, please consult with your physician. 

 

- Participants concerned for their own health must consult with their physician prior to 
participation in the event. 

 

- Pre-event screening will include a minimum of a completed questionnaire  concerning current 
health status, known COVID-19 exposures and temperature check. 

 

- Within 24 hours of the opening of pre-entry screening, every participant listed on the 
organization’s approved roster will receive a text message or email from IMSA that 
includes a link to the screening questionnaire. Participants must complete the 
questionnaire and click “submit” before arriving at the pre-entry screening location.  You 
will receive a text message with a QR code that will be needed for the screening process. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
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- Every employer must pre-screen their personnel before their name is added to an organizational 
roster as per the conditions listed below. 
 

- Individuals should be symptom and fever free for a minimum of (5) five days before event 
day without the use of Acetaminophen, Ibuprofen or similar drug used to prevent or reduce 
fever. 

 

- Individuals with a confirmed COVID-19 infection, with known exposure to a confirmed COVID-
19 case in the last 14 days, exhibiting physical symptoms of COVID-19 as identified in the 
screening questionnaire or experiencing a fever should not be added to an organization’s 
roster and must consult with their physician. 

 

- Participants must report to IMSA’s Medical Liaison department if an individual is directed to self-isolate 
due to known COVID-19 exposure or if an individual receives a lab-confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 (i.e. 
tests positive for active infection).  

 

- As testing becomes more available, all participants may be required to be tested for COVID-
19 in advance of an event. 

 
 
PRE-ENTRY (upon arrival at the track before entering the facility) 

 
IMSA Officials will establish approved access points for all participants and support staff. These locations will be 
predetermined and access from any other location will be prohibited. 
 

- IMSA Officials will have the approved event roster of all persons authorized to participate. Only 
those persons listed on the approved rosters will be admitted into the facility after completing all 
screening requirements established by IMSA. 

 

- IMSA Officials will verify each participant’s identity using either the member’s annual credential 
(hard card) or SEC with driver’s license or other state-issued photo identification in addition to 
the required QR code. There will be no exceptions to this admissions policy. 

 

- Once the participant’s identity and eligibility to participate has been established, they will be 
directed to a medical screening location. All persons entering the facility must be screened prior 
to admittance. There will be no exceptions. 

 

- Pre-entry screening will include a questionnaire regarding current health status 
and potential exposure, as well as a temperature check. 

 

- The screening will be recorded by medical personnel and IMSA and referenced as 
a baseline during later screenings if an individual exhibits symptoms or is exposed 
to a confirmed infection. 

 

- During pre-entry screening, a participant indicating known exposure to a confirmed 
COVID-19 case in the last 14 days, exhibiting physical symptoms of COVID-19 as 
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identified in the screening questionnaire or experiencing a fever will be required to 
undergo secondary screening with on-site medical personnel. 
 

- During secondary screening, the participant will either be cleared to participate or 
given further instructions at the discretion of the medical staff and IMSA. 
 

- If an individual selected for secondary screening was traveling in a vehicle with 
other occupants, all those persons in that vehicle will also undergo secondary 
screening. 

 

- Medical officials may recommend to IMSA that a participant be denied access to the 
event location due to medical concerns. 
 

- Should a person be denied access to the event due to medical concerns, the other 
occupants of the same vehicle will be individually granted or denied access based on 
secondary screening and at the discretion of the IMSA Medical Officer. 

 
 
DURING THE EVENT (after accessing the facility through the completion of the event) 
 
At various times during the event, medical officials may conduct follow-up temperature checks as part of the 
continual monitoring program. 
 

- Individuals developing a fever or symptoms during an event day will be required to undergo 
an evaluation at a designated screening location. Medical personnel will assess the 
individual and determine appropriate action.      

 
 
POST-EVENT (prior to departing the track after the event concludes) 
 
Departure from the track will be conducted as outlined in Paddock Operations Section. 
 

- Prior to departing the event site, corporate member representatives will confirm to IMSA that no 
personnel on their roster are currently exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. 

 

- Corporate member representatives are required to conduct follow-up screening that includes 
a temperature check of all participants on their roster within 24 hours of the event completion 
and report completion of that screening to IMSA’s Medical Liaison department via MERG. 
IMSA’s Medical Liaisons may follow-up with organizations reporting personnel with COVID-
19 related concerns. 

 
 
 
 

https://merg.imsa.com/#/login
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CONTINGENCY PREPARATION 
 
Specific requirements and procedures to address potential emerging infection concerns are outlined below. 
 
PRE-EVENT SCREENING  
 
If a participant displays symptoms or otherwise indicates high risk for possible infection, he/she will not be allowed 
to access the facility and participate in the event. 
 

- Medical personnel will conduct a secondary screening to evaluate the individual and determine the 
appropriate action in accordance with CDC guidelines for mass gatherings (return home, seek 
immediate medical care, etc.). 
 

- Dedicated medical resources will be available at the screening location to evacuate suspected 
infected personnel if medical authorities determine that is necessary. 
 

- Contact tracing and enhanced evaluation of confirmed contacts will be performed by medical 
personnel. 

 

- Organizations must prepare a support plan for any participant denied participation in the event 
due to medical concerns. That plan must include transportation arrangements to immediately 
remove the individual(s) from the event site per the medical official’s guidance. 

 
If a participant is denied access to an event due to COVID-19  related medical concerns, that individual  must receive 
medical clearance from their physician (communicated in writing from the physician to IMSA’s Medical Liaisons) 
before being allowed to participate in future events. 
 
 
DURING THE EVENT 
 
Corporate member representatives are required to immediately report to IMSA and medical officials any 
participant developing symptoms during the event. 
 

- Individuals developing a fever or symptoms during the event will be required to undergo an evaluation 
at a designated screening location. Medical personnel will assess the individual and determine 
appropriate action / treatment. 
 

- Dedicated medical resources will be available at the screening location and Infield Care Center to 
evacuate suspected infected personnel, if necessary. 

 

- Contact tracing and enhanced evaluation of confirmed contacts will be performed by medical 
personnel. 

 

- Medical officials may determine an individual must depart the event location immediately due to 
medical concerns. 

 

- Disinfecting and decontamination materials will be pre-positioned to facilitate immediate cleaning of 
areas accessed by an individual suspected of COVID-19 infection. 
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- Corporate member representatives must prepare a support plan for any participant directed to depart 
the event location due to medical concerns; this plan must include transportation arrangements to 
immediately remove the individual(s) from the event site. 

 
If an individual is removed from an event due to COVID-19 related medical concerns, that individual must adhere 
to stated Return To Competition protocols outlined hereafter. 

 
 

RETURN TO COMPETITION PROTOCOLS  
 
General guidelines for competitors and industry personnel to return to events after receiving a lab-confirmed positive 
COVID-19 diagnosis (rt-PCR Test, aka nasal swab): 

 
- Confirmed positive cases: 

 
- Symptomatic (Resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications, and 

 

- Improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath), and 
 

- Results are negative from at least two consecutive respiratory specimens collected ≥24 hours apart 
(total of two negative specimens) tested using an FDA-authorized molecular viral assay to detect SARS-
CoV-2 RNA. 
 

- Interim guidelines for collecting, handling, and testing clinical specimens for 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus can be found at the subsequent link: 

 
- https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html 

 
 

- Asymptomatic cases (not symptomatic): 
 
- Results are negative from at least two consecutive respiratory specimens collected ≥24 hours apart 

(total of two negative specimens) tested using an FDA-authorized molecular viral assay to detect SARS-
CoV-2 RNA.  

 
- If after 10 days, an IMSA Member is unable to produce two negative nasal swab PCR COVID-

19 tests, their return status may be medically reviewed by the IMSA Medical Director*. 
 

- A participant with a positive COVID-19 test can return to participating in events after 
ten days from the first positive test and it has been greater than 24 hours with absence 
of any COVID symptoms without the use of medications. 
 

- Based on advice from consulting physicians, IMSA counts the 10 days from the date 
of the first positive PCR test for COVID-19. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
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- In its guidance, CDC research indicates that in no instances yet discovered has there 
been a case where the virus is able to self-replicate beyond the 10th day following a 
positive test, among individuals who are not immunosuppressed and did not have 
severe disease (e.g. requiring ICU stay or ventilation), so an individual in this situation 
poses no harm to others. In the event that the individual continues to be tested, it is 
very likely that the individual will continue to return positive results. 

 

- CDC guidance may evolve, the IMSA Medical Director will review the individual’s 
situation and determine if they appropriately fit the CDC requirements before being 
allowed to return to racing without two negative PCR tests. 

 

- IMSA Member must also have a written clearance from their personal physician to resume all 
racing activity. 

 
 

- Confirmed exposure to a positive COVID-19 person.  
 
 

- Those exposed individuals are required to stand-down from competition and self-isolate.  
 

- Exposed individuals may return to racing activities after they have received one negative test.  
 

- IMSA in its discretion may request a second test for clearance based on the nature of the exposure. 
 

- A confirmed exposure is based on a totality of the circumstances as determined by IMSA in 
consultation with their Medical Director.  

 
- Analysis will include: 

 

- Identifying people exposed over the last 10 days. 
 

- Accumulated exposure time greater than 10 minutes. 
 

- Direct skin contact (shaking hands, etc.). 
 

- Lack of social distancing and the level of PPE use among the individuals involved in 
the contact. 

 
 

INFIELD CARE CENTER OPERATIONS 
 
To preserve the medical assets supporting the event and minimize risk of exposure to medical personnel, an enhanced 
screening area will be established outside the Infield Care Center (ICC). 
 

- Prior to entering the ICC, all personnel will undergo screening by medical officials including a 
temperature check. 

 
- Non-medical personnel may be required to wear additional personal protective equipment (PPE) while 

accessing the ICC. Medical officials at the enhanced screening area will provide the additional PPE. 
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PADDOCK 
OPERATIONS 
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STAGGERED ENTRY TIMES 
 
ENTRY PROCEDURE 
 
A sequenced entry plan is intended to prevent large gatherings of personnel in any one location. IMSA will provide all 
participating corporate members the event entry plan prior to the event, and strict adherence to the assigned times is 
critical for an orderly ingress to the facility. 
 

- IMSA will identify which personnel/suppliers can perform their duties the day(s) before, during the event 
and/or after the event. 

 

- IMSA will assign specific times for all participants to arrive for pre-entry screening outside of the facility. 
Please refer to the Event Schedule / SR. 
 

- For each facility, the designated screening locations will be provided in advance of the event. Please refer to the Event 
Schedule / SR. 

 

- Upon arrival at the screening location, participants will follow the direction of Track/IMSA personnel 
and posted informational signs and complete the pre-entry screening process. 

 

- Once cleared to enter the facility, personnel will proceed to their designated area. 
 

 
EXIT PROCEDURE 
 

- If a team does not finish the race, that team may exit the garage/paddock area at their discretion but 
must undergo post-event vehicle and equipment disinfecting requirements and maintain proper social 
distancing during their preparation and departure. 
 

- For teams that finish the race, they will be released for exit by the Series Representative after completing 
post-event vehicle and equipment disinfecting requirements and must maintain proper social distancing 
during their departure. 
 

- Closing the lift gate on the Team Transporter will indicate to IMSA that the team/supplier is prepared to depart 
the facility. 

 
 
COMPARTMENTALIZATION 

 
- All participants must operate in functional cells to the fullest extent possible, keeping workspaces 

separated and limiting contact with other cells to the absolute minimum. Interaction between functional 
cells must be avoided. 
 

- As an example, teams should minimize crew contact. 
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- Participants must confine their movement to their primary work area. For example, spotters must not 
access the garage/paddock at any time, and IMSA personnel assigned to race control should not access 
the paddock area. 

 

- Teams must use the Race Control Notification System (RCNS) as the primary communications tool with 
IMSA during the Event day to minimize direct interaction. 

 
 

PADDOCK OPERATIONS 
 

- Team transporters and cars must have a minimum of 6’ of open space between them when parked in the 
garage/paddock. This space must remain clear throughout the Event – no equipment, pit boxes or tires 
are permitted in the open space. 

 

- Transporter doors will remain open as much as possible to allow entry and exit without touching the door. 
 

- Designated restricted areas will be marked in the garage/paddock, including directional paths for walking. 
 

- IMSA will utilize all available space to provide maximum possible separation between teams. 
Garage/paddock layout information for each facility will be provided in advance of the Event. 

 
 

SPOTTERS’ AREA (Select Events) 
 

- IMSA will designate the spotters’ area(s) for select Events to meet social distancing guidelines 
(6’ between individuals). 

 

- Locations including the grandstands may be used. 
 

- Spotters will not be permitted in the garage/paddock. 
 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER  

 
- Teams need to prepare contingency plans for inclement weather, updates will be communicated as 

normal through the Ready Alert System. 
 

- Available shelter areas will be identified at each facility per the Event Action Plan (EAP). 
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CLEANING & DISINFECTING 
 
Workspace should be separated. Each organization will be responsible for cleaning their area – upon arrival, 
during the day and before leaving the facility.   
 
When sharing common areas such as pit stalls, timing stands, etc., all teams must clean and disinfect these areas 
at the beginning and end of their respective sessions.  This includes, but is not limited to, equipment, tools, seating 
areas and common touch points. 
 
Guidance on cleaning and disinfecting can be found at the subsequent link: 
 

- https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html 
 

IMSA 
- Transporters – hard surfaces 

- Inspection Equipment touchpoints (scale, templates) 

- Safety Car 

- Chase Vehicles 

- Radios 

- Headsets 

- Helmets 

 
 
PROMOTER PARTNER 
 

- Provide onsite disinfecting and decontamination services  
- Hand Washing and Hand Sanitizing Stations 
- Garage/paddock 
- Restrooms 
- Control Tower 
- Media Center 
- Elevators 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
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TEAMS 

- Transporters 

- Car 

- Pit Equipment 

- Tools/Equipment 

 
 
SUPPLIERS 
 

- Transporter 

- Equipment 

 

 

CATERING & FOOD DELIVERY  
 

- IMSA will provide catering option information in the Event Schedule / SR. 
 

- Each person may bring their own pre-prepared food. Coolers will be allowed to be brought into the track. 
 

- Teams may use one of their submitted essential personnel to prepare single-serve meals for their essential 
personnel.  It’s important to prepare single-serve meals only (e.g. no buffets or family-style serving 
methods).  The designated individual should adhere to recommended CDC guidelines pertaining to PPE, 
food and the coronavirus.  Additional information regarding food and the coronavirus can be found at the 
subsequent links: 

 
- https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/food-and-COVID-19.html 
- https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-

gatherings.html 
- https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/business-employers/bars-

restaurants.html 
 
 
PODIUM CEREMONIES 
 
Social distancing requirements will directly impact the Podium procedure. 
 

- Podium procedures will be provided in advance of each event in the MxM. 
 

- After Podium has been completed and the area cleared of personnel, IMSA officials will direct the 
minimum number of team members required to enter the area to push the vehicle to the post-race 
inspection area. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/food-and-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/business-employers/bars-restaurants.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/business-employers/bars-restaurants.html
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APPENDICES: 
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APPENDIX A: MEDICAL SCREENING TOOL 
 

IMSA COVID-19 PRE-SCREENING PROCESS 
 
 
AT LEAST 5 DAYS BEFORE THE EVENT 
 
Step 1: Corporate Member or Team Representative signs into MERG and designates their essential personnel. Data is 
preloaded based on Annual Credentials already issued and SECs already submitted. The user simply checks the box next 
to each essential name. Event Confirmation Declarations must be submitted prior to the Driver(s) name populating on 
the Covid-19 Roster. 
  

 
 

Step 2: An SMS Text Message and E-Mail is sent to the participant with a link to complete the HIPAA Waiver, Covid-19 
Waiver and Covid-19 Pre-Screening questionnaire. Data for these forms is also pre-loaded with information based on the 
existing Annual Credential or SEC Application. If you are not an IMSA Member you fill have to fill out your information. 
You will also need to know the date when you will be arriving at the event for the first time.  

 

                        
                        
Step 3: Once submitted, all paperwork is encrypted, saved and validated. Any application answering affirmative to any 
Covid-19 questions, or self-reporting a temperature above 100°F, is sent to the Medical Liaison team for further review. 
The Medical Liaison team can then approve or deny any application. All other participants are sent an SMS Text Message 
and E-Mail approving the screening.  
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24 HOURS BEFORE ARRIVING AT THE EVENT 
  
Step 1: An SMS Text Message and E-mail will be sent out to the participant 24 hours before each day that 
they will be attending the event. The participant will need to complete the medical pre-screening each day 
before arriving at the event. Once they have successful submitted the pre-screening, all participates will 
receive an SMS text message and E-mail containing a QR code. This will serve as their pass for the first 
day along with their annual credential or SEC.  
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AT THE EVENT 
 
Step 1: Each participant will need to have their QR code pulled up and ready for scanning along with their annual 
credential or SEC when approaching the screening area. Everyone will also need to have their mask on before rolling 
down your window to be screened. Every Participate will have their QR code scanned by IMSA personnel. Once scanned, 
the participant’s information is displayed, including the picture that is on file with IMSA.  
 
Participant will receive an additional medical questionnaire daily. This must be completed prior to arriving at the facility 
as a new QR will be issued each day. 
 

        
 
 
Step 2: Each participant will have their temperature taken and logged using the same scanning application. 
 
Step 3: If the participant’s temperature is under 100°F, they will be granted access and issued an event sticker. If not, 
they will be processed further by Medical Liaison staff.  

  
Re-Entry 
Following initial screening, anyone leaving the facility for any reason, including food pickup, motorhome access will need 
to re-enter the event through gate 70 and have their credential with access sticker. The Participant will be rescanned for 
a temperature check. If the temperature is under 100°F they will be allowed to re-enter. 
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