EVENT OPERATIONS
PROTOCOL

Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta
November 10 – 13, 2021
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INTRODUCTION
To IMSA Competitors, Team Members, and Support Staff Thank you again for your season-long efforts on and off the track as we enter the final event of the 2021 championship
calendar. Collectively, we have a great deal to be proud of this year. From the season’s first green flag in Daytona to our
most recent checkered flag at VIR, we have persevered and have successfully completed entertaining, competitive, and safe
events across the country.
Now, as we head to Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta for the final round of the 2021 IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar
Championship, IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge, IMSA Prototype Challenge, Porsche Carrera Cup North America, and Idemitsu
Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich, we must maintain our focus and approach towards safety for all involved.
Since returning to racing in July of last year, IMSA has relied upon comprehensive protocols incorporating CDC guidance
and developed in close consultation with a panel of medical experts with broad experience in infectious diseases, many of
whom have been on the front line in treating COVID-19 patients across the country.
While conditions have improved with the availability of the COVID-19 vaccine, the Delta variant has reminded us that we
must continue to be aware and adhere to IMSA’s operating protocols as well as state and local guidance and restrictions.
At the 24th Annual Motul Petit Le Mans, upon the advice of our organization’s consulting physicians and recently issued
medical guidance and in accordance with state, county, and local guidelines, we will require mask wear by all participants,
vaccinated or non-vaccinated, while in enclosed areas/spaces. And, while mask wear outdoors is optional, more details can
be found within this protocol document which we encourage you to review thoroughly.
We thank you once again for your cooperation and diligence in helping our safe event operations. Please continue to stay
safe and healthy and best of luck to each of you at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta.
Sincerely,

John Doonan
President, IMSA
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INDIVIDUAL
RESPONSIBILITIES

4

CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY

FAMILIARIZATION
Prior to an IMSA event, every participant accessing the competition restricted area will review both the IMSA Event
Operations Protocol and the CDC’s COVID-19 awareness and prevention.
The competition restricted area includes, but may not be limited to, the entirety of pit lane, race control, timing & scoring,
spotter’s area, medical center, and the broadcast compound.
Prior to participating in an IMSA event, every participant who will access the competition restricted area must complete
and return a HIPAA, COVID-19 waiver, and event COVID-19 Questionnaire. This is done via the IMSA online COVID-19
event application that will be sent once you have been added to a COVID-19 roster.

HEALTH MONITORING / RISK MITIGATION
Certain populations may be at increased personal risk regarding COVID-19, including people over 65 and people with
underlying medical conditions such as chronic lung disease, asthma, heart disease, severe obesity, diabetes, etc.
IMSA strongly recommends that participants who meet the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) definition
of “People Who are at Higher risk of Severe Illness” not participate in the event (link below).
-

People Who are at Higher Risk for Severe Illness

Participants concerned for their own health must consult with their physician prior to participation in the event.
Participants must be symptom and fever free for a minimum of five (5) days before the event without the use of
Acetaminophen, Ibuprofen or similar drugs used to prevent or reduce fever.
Individuals with a confirmed COVID-19 infection, with known exposure to a confirmed COVID-19 case in the last (10)
days, exhibiting physical symptoms of COVID-19 or experiencing a fever must consult with their physician and will not
access an IMSA event. A “known exposure” to COVID-19 is defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) via link below.
-

“Known Exposure” to COVID-19

Participants should report to their immediate supervisor if they meet any of the criteria listed above.
Organizations, through the appropriate organizational contact, are required to report to the IMSA Medical/Safety
Services Department or Racing Operations Department if a participant is directed to self-isolate due to known COVID-19
exposure or if a participant receives a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19. Proper IMSA contacts below:
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-

Tracy Sanderson / Medical Liaison
813.486.4854 (cell)
tsanderson@imsa.com

-

Simon Hodgson / VP Competition, Racing Operations
386.453.0494 (cell)
shodgson@imsa.com

All COVID-19 exposures and known infections must be reported to IMSA within 24 hours.
Non-vaccinated individuals should minimize potential exposure to COVID-19 by strictly limiting contact with persons
outside their immediate family and those whom they routinely work with.
While at the track, non-vaccinated participants should limit their movement to the area in which they perform their
primary function and avoid accessing multiple areas.

EVENT TRAVEL RECOMMENDATIONS
Only personnel on an approved roster submitted by the deadline will travel to an event. Participants should avoid
situations that increase potential exposure to COVID-19.
IMSA recommends the following guidance be considered and included in your travel planning and execution:
-

Do not travel if you are sick or plan to travel with someone who is sick.

-

Carpooling with non-vaccinated participants significantly increases the potential for virus transmission. If
traveling in a vehicle with non-vaccinated participants, all occupants must always wear a mask.

-

When staying in hotels, avoid congregating in public areas. Single rooms are strongly recommended and
significantly less risky than housing multiple people per room.

-

For non-vaccinated participants, eating in restaurants or other public locations is strongly discouraged; those
individuals should purchase meals to go (carry out) and avoid large group meals.

A complete list of CDC domestic travel recommendations can be accessed via the link below.
-

Domestic Travel During COVID-19
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
On Friday, October 15, the Biden administration announced new travel policy that requires vaccination for foreign
national travelers to enter the United States. This new policy was further clarified on Monday, October 25.
The vaccination requirement will begin on Monday, November 8. This announcement applies to both international air
travel and travel across the Southwest and Northern land borders with Mexico and Canada.
Below are several important international travel policy changes and guidance to consider. In addition, it is highly
recommended that international travelers visit and familiarize themselves with the latest CDC guidelines pertaining to
international travel by visiting the CDC link below.
-

International Travel Requirements

-

Beginning November 8, foreign national air travelers to the United States will be required to be fully
vaccinated and to provide proof of their vaccination status to fly to the United States.

-

Fully vaccinated travelers will continue to be required to show a pre-departure negative test taken within
three days of travel prior to boarding.

Air Travel:

Land Borders:
-

Beginning November 8, foreign nationals crossing land borders with Canada and Mexico or arriving in the
United States by passenger ferry for non-essential reasons will be required to be fully vaccinated.

-

These travelers are required to be prepared to attest to vaccination status and to present proof of
vaccination to a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officer upon request.

-

By January, foreign nationals traveling across land borders for both essential and non-essential reasons
will be required to be fully vaccinated. Details regarding non-essential vs. essential are expected in the
coming weeks.

Participant Recommendations:
-

Until further guidance is available, if not fully vaccinated or non-vaccinated, it’s recommended that you
ensure your 212(f) waiver is in good standing and complete travel to the United States prior to Monday,
November 8.

-

Individuals must now assume a 212(f) waiver will not automatically grant access to the United States
beginning November 8 or beyond.
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-

If traveling to Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta for Motul Petit Le Mans and if not fully vaccinated or nonvaccinated, it’s recommended that you ensure your 212(f) waiver is in good standing and complete travel
to the United States prior to Monday, November 8.

-

Guidance is limited and everchanging. Further substantive changes, including any additional exceptions
to the new vaccination requirement, will be communicated as warranted.

-

Individuals with “mix-and-match” vaccinations, more common in countries outside the United States, can
be considered fully vaccinated. Please refer to the link for more details – Fully Vaccinated Guidance.

In accordance with the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Customs & Border Protection (CBP)
updated process for consideration of National Interest Exemption (NIE) waivers, essential international personnel
(“International Participants”) who do not reside in the United States of America (“U.S.”), may request approval to travel to
the U.S. to participate in permitted activities and may leave the U.S. following the conclusion of such permitted activities.
Eligible travelers who encounter boarding challenges or challenges at the time of travel should have their airlines contact
their Regional Carrier Liaison Group (RCLG) representative.
RCLG representatives can reach out to the appropriate CBP office for assistance, as necessary. The RCLG has direct
communication with CBP, who in many cases are physically located in major airports in Europe, Asia, and Latin America.
Any new International Participants must submit, to IMSA, their travel information three (3) weeks prior to each event
using the 2021 International Traveler Information Form.
Contact your Corporate Member Representative for the link.
As a reminder, the necessary travel information for each traveler is:
-

-

Full name (including middle name)
Date of birth
Passport number
Passport country of origin

Travel itinerary
Address while in U.S.
U.S. based phone
Email

It is incumbent on each traveler to ensure that their own travel documents (ex. VISA, ESTA, etc.) are in acceptable order and valid.
However, as previously mentioned, new policy announced on October 15 and further clarified on October 25 requires all
foreign national travelers entering the United States to be fully vaccinated. It remains unclear if a 212(f) waiver will
grant non-vaccinated foreign national travelers’ entry to the United States.
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It is recommended that travelers visit and familiarize themselves with current CDC guidelines pertaining to international
travel, including specifics on the points above and detail on vaccinated travelers, by visiting the CDC links below.
-

-

International Travel Requirements
Requirement of Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test or Recovery (for all air passengers traveling to U.S.)

In addition to CDC, state, local government, and venue mask requirements and/or recommendations, IMSA requires every
participant to always wear a mask when indoors at IMSA events. For a summary of specific protocols pertaining to the IMSA
events at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta, please refer to Appendix B (page 23).
Participants that do not comply with guidelines and recommendations are subject to disciplinary action.
If you require further guidance regarding CDC recommendations and protocols, please contact Tracy Sanderson, Medical
Liaison at tsanderson@imsa.com.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)
Vaccinated and non-vaccinated participants will always wear a mask when in enclosed areas/spaces at IMSA events.
When outdoors, mask wear is recommended for non-vaccinated IMSA participants. For specific protocols pertaining to the
IMSA events at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta, please refer to Appendix B (page 23).
-

When worn, masks must be worn over the mouth and nose and secured under the chin.

-

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) strongly recommends wearing a mask with two or
more layers to more effectively prevent disease spread. CDC mask guidelines are available here.

-

Vaccinated and non-vaccinated IMSA Officials working in enclosed areas/spaces, such as race control, timing
& scoring and other enclosed and confined areas/spaces, will always wear a surgical-type mask while inside
these locations with other personnel. Masks with an exhalation valve or vent which allow virus particles to
escape should not be worn.

MEDICAL SCREENING / EXPOSURE / INFECTION
Participants must appear on an approved roster to access an IMSA event.
-

Once a participant has been submitted on the event or industry roster, they will receive a health status
questionnaire that must be completed and returned. Once the questionnaire has been reviewed and
approved, the participant will receive a SMS text message and email approving their entry into the facility.
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Medical Screening:
-

Industry personnel on an approved roster will complete medical screening including a current health status
questionnaire.

-

Participants must have an approval text with an Annual Credential or SEC available to gain event access.

-

Participants indicating known close-contact exposure to a confirmed COVID-19 case in the last 10 days or
exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 will undergo additional screening with IMSA medical personnel and may
be denied entry into the event.

-

Per the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), a close contact exposure is defined as someone
who was within six feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour
period starting two days before illness onset (or two days prior to specimen collection for asymptomatic
cases).

Exposure:
-

In accordance with CDC guidance, participants exposed to an infected person must self-quarantine. The
optimal self-quarantine length remains 14 days, but two CDC-approved options for reducing the quarantine
period are:

-

Quarantine can be reduced to 10 days without testing if no symptoms develop.

-

Quarantine can be reduced to seven days with a negative test result and no symptoms. Test must occur on
day 5 of quarantine or later.

Infection:
-

Participants who test positive for COVID-19 must self-isolate for a minimum of ten days.

-

Symptomatic participants may return to events 10 days after the date of symptom onset, provided they are
fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing drugs, and other symptoms (i.e., cough and
headache) are improving.

-

Asymptomatic participants may return to events 10 days after the date of the positive test.

-

Those who experience severe COVID-19 illness requiring hospitalization are not immediately eligible to
return to IMSA events within 10 days of testing positive; these participants must receive medical clearance
from their personal physician AND the IMSA Medical Director prior to returning to IMSA events.
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Vaccinated Persons:
-

Vaccinated participants who are exposed to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 are not required
to quarantine but should get tested 3 – 5 days after exposure, even if symptom free.

-

The CDC also recommends wearing a mask indoors in public for 14 days following exposure or until a negative
test result is received.

-

Fully vaccinated persons who test positive must isolate for 10 days.

-

Participants are considered fully vaccinated (i.e., greater than (2) weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose
series, such as Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or greater than (2) weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as
Johnson & Johnson Janssen vaccine.
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TEAM / ORGANIZATION
RESPONSIBILITIES
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EVENT ROSTERS / ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL
Industry personnel required to conduct the event adequately and safely will be submitted via an event roster. Rosters of
essential personnel will be approved by IMSA, and these participants must partake in the medical screening process
before each Event.
All personnel will be identified by name to IMSA at least 5 days in advance of the first day of the event.
-

Race teams will continue to utilize the IMSA roster system available when logging into MERG under the
COVID-19 tab. First name, last name, email, cell phone number and role will be required.

-

OEM’s and industry support will continue to utilize the IMSA Roster system available by logging
onto MERG under the COVID -19 tab. First name, last name, email, and cell phone number will be
required.

Every potential participant must complete the HIPAA Waiver, COVID-19 Waiver, and event COVID-19 Questionnaire
after their name is added to a corporate member roster.
Once a corporate member roster has been submitted, an approval email will be sent to the corporate member
representatives contact. If there is an issue with any aspect of the submitted Event Roster, IMSA will reach out
to the corporate member representative to work through the issue.

EXPOSURES / INFECTIONS / REPORTING
To protect participants and safeguard the entire IMSA Industry against spread of the virus, IMSA must respond
immediately to COVID-19 positives and known exposures to COVID-19. Comprehensive contact tracing is key to
maintaining the on-going operations of the sport and depends on cooperation among everyone.
-

Organizations must immediately report to the IMSA Medical/Safety Services Department or Racing
Operations Department if a participant is diagnosed with COVID-19 or has had a known exposure.

-

Organizations must immediately conduct extensive contact tracing to determine if other participants may
have been exposed and should seek testing, self-isolate or contact their physician.

-

Organizations must also report to the IMSA Medical/Safety Services Department or Racing Operations
Department if a participant has been directed to quarantine due to exposure to a confirmed case.
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-

Reports of suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases within the industry must be reported, via the appropriate
organizational contact, to the IMSA Medical/Safety Services Department or Racing Operations Department.
Proper IMSA contacts below:
-

Tracy Sanderson / Medical Liaison
813.486.4854 (cell)
tsanderson@imsa.com

-

Simon Hodgson / VP Competition, Racing Operations
386.453.0494 (cell)
shodgson@imsa.com

All COVID-19 exposures and known infections must be reported to IMSA within 24 hours. Failure to report suspected or
confirmed cases within 24 hours of isolation ordered or test results received may result in dismissal from the event
and/or additional action at the sole discretion of IMSA.

CREDENTIALS / LICENSES
All personnel that need an annual credential or a single event credential (SEC) for the event must be identified by
name to IMSA by using the corporate member annual credential roster or SEC Roster by the Friday prior to the
event week.
-

Teams will use MERG to add any annual credential or SEC essential personnel and/or guest to the annual
credential roster or SEC roster. IMSA will charge the corporate member, if necessary, when the annual
credential or SEC is produced for the event.

-

COVID-19 event rosters will be reviewed by IMSA Administration to ensure that all SEC’s match the SEC
rosters submitted by the corporate member.

-

Passes will have name of participant listed on roster printed on the SEC.

-

Once charges have been made, receipts for SEC’s will be available on MERG.

To access the competition restricted area, all participants will be required to have their Annual Credential or
SEC prepared for display as well as their approval text or e-mail.
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PADDOCK OPERATIONS
With virus activity at elevated levels, IMSA will implement the following adjustments to paddock operations to
reduce the potential for transmission:
-

Drivers may not access indoor perimeter areas of the facility/venue at any time when areas are accessible and
open to the public (i.e., suites).

-

Media/Driver engagements should be conducted in a controlled/spaced manner and media will wear masks
when interacting with drivers.

-

Podium ceremonies will be limited to team members, media, and a reduced number of team sponsors/guests.

-

Participant meal preparation/service may continue. However, local and state protocols must be followed and
communal eating in large group settings for extended periods is not recommended.

-

Guest Hot Lap car programs are permitted. However, local and state protocols must be followed and vehicle
occupants must always wear masks.
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FACILITY
RESPONSIBILITIES
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PERIMETER SUPPORT PERSONNEL
Promoter partners should highly encourage employees, vendors, and guests to receive the COVID-19 vaccination prior
to working or attending a IMSA event and adhere to all COVID-19 related protocols.
Perimeter support personnel (those employees and vendors whose primary role occurs outside the competition restricted
area) should be accounted for on an industry roster.
-

Promoter partners will determine a screening process appropriate for their facility and aligned with local
and state COVID-19 regulations. If on-site screening is required, screening should take place at a designated
location separate and away from the competition restricted area.

ACCESS PARAMETERS
Promotor partners will adhere to the following in relation to employee, vendor, and guest access:
-

Encourage all persons to receive the COVID-19 vaccination prior to working or attending a IMSA event.

-

All persons must follow COVID-19 related protocols.

-

Masks must be worn by all persons when accessing enclosed areas/spaces regardless of vaccination status
(i.e., race control, timing & scoring, registration, media center, medical center, suites, transporters, etc.).

-

All persons must always have their credentials clearly visible while inside the competition restricted areas.

-

Promotor partners will designate appropriate areas in which guests may shelter in case of inclement weather.
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APPENDICES:
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APPENDIX A: IMSA COVID-19 MEDICAL SCREENING PROCESS
BEFORE THE EVENT
For Team/Corporate personnel to be permitted into the competition restricted area, the Team/Corporate Representative
will need to designate any Essential Personnel and/or guest via MERG. Also, all personnel and guests must have an
IMSA Annual Credential or an IMSA SEC.
Steps for submitting your COVID-19 roster of essential personnel and guest:
-

Step 1: Single Event Credentials. Any Partner/Industry Support personnel who hold an Annual Credential
will automatically populate as a person who can be selected on the roster.
If you are requesting Partner/Industry Support personnel who will need an SEC, you must first submit their
name on the SEC Event Roster. Once submitted, their name will populate on the COVID-19 roster and will
be added to the Corporate Member’s COVID-19 roster.

-

Step 2: Submit COVID-19 roster. To submit your roster of essential personnel and/or guest, first log into
your MERG account and select COVID-19 from the top bar menu.
Once you select the Event, the list of members associated with your Corporate Member will populate. There
is a place for you to identify the role each member will have at the event should you like to specify.
-

Once you have selected your essential personnel and/or guest, click submit at the bottom.

-

Once your essential personnel and/or guest submit an application, the red box to the left of their
name will turn green.

- Step 3: Roster confirmation will be emailed. Once you have submitted your roster, an email will be sent to
the Corporate Member Representative with a list of all personnel on the roster.

This document may be used by your personnel as proof of participation in the Event. IMSA recommends that
this email/document is provided to all personnel on your roster, allowing them to have a copy when traveling
to the Event.

MEDICAL SCREENING PROCESS
- Step 1: Corporate Member or Team Representative signs into MERG and designates their essential personnel
and/or guest. Data is preloaded based on Annual Credentials already issued and SEC’s already submitted.
The user simply checks the box next to each essential name. Event Confirmation Declarations must be
submitted prior to the Driver(s) name populating on the COVID-19 Roster.
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-

Step 2: An SMS Text Message and E-Mail is sent to the participant with a link to complete the following
waivers and questionnaire; HIPAA Waiver, COVID-19 Waiver, and the event COVID-19 questionnaire.
Data for these forms is also pre-loaded with information based on the existing Annual Credential or SEC
Application. If you are not an IMSA Member you will have to fill out your information.

-

Step 3: Once submitted, all paperwork is encrypted, saved, and validated. Any application answering
affirmative to any COVID-19 questions is sent to the Medical Liaison team for further review.
The Medical Liaison team can then approve or deny any application. All other participants are sent an SMS
Text Message and E-Mail approving them for the event.
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AT THE EVENT
-

Step 1: Each participant will need to have their event approval text along with their Annual Credential or
SEC when approaching the paddock area.

-

Step 2: Participant will be granted event access.
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APPENDIX B:
MICHELIN RACEWAY ROAD ATLANTA OPERATIONS PROTOCOL SPECIFICS
Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta | November 10 - 13
-

-

Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta specific protocols:
-

No temperature checks or health screenings required upon entry.

-

Masks are required in enclosed areas/spaces, at all times, regardless of vaccination status.

-

Masks are optional while outdoors regardless of vaccination status, unless there is sustained close
contact in such case mask wear would be required.

-

Participants utilizing team catering should wear masks, at all times, unless seated and actively eating
or drinking. Social distancing practices should also be employed.

Event Roster, screening, and event access summary:
-

Event access is restricted to Essential Personnel/Guests only.

-

Essential Personnel /Guests must be declared on an Event Roster.

-

Only participants with a valid Annual Credential or SEC are eligible to be placed on an Event Roster.

-

Participants must complete HIPPA Waiver, COVID-19 Waiver, and event COVID-19 Questionnaire.

-

Upon completion, participant will receive a text approving event entry.

-

Approved participants must have, and be prepared to display, their approval text along with an
Annual Credential or SEC to gain event access.

-

Fan attendance will be present in all areas of the facility, including the paddock, throughout the event.

-

AMR will offer COVID-19 PCR testing, specifically intended for international traveling participants, on
Thursday, November 11 – Saturday, November 13. At-track location and operating times will be
communicated at a later date.

25

CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY

