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Advancing Opportunity: Access to Success 
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BEHIND THE WHEEL,
OVER THE W

CHAPTER ONE
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innovators, and passion-propelling partners.

they cheer.

The IMSA Diverse Driver Development Scholarship, 

mentorship, and overall driver development. 
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“I’m choosing the VP Racing SportsCar Challenge race
series now to get more seat time as a solo driver.  

Courtney Crone, LMP3 Race Driver, Forty7 Motorsports, No. 99 Duqueine D08
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It’s a proactive environment here--building 
networks and connections, and gaining 
mentorships are all part of my progress to a 
full season drive. 

Jaden Conwright,  GTD Race Driver, NTe Sport, No. 42 Lamborghini EVP
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Danielle Shepherd, Race Engineer Chip Ganassi Racing 
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create an ideal development trajectory for emerging talent. This extends

and making performance and strategy decisions.

Eventually, her math and physics degree – and an invested academic 

Ganassi Racing. Over the course of four years, Shepherd’s career shaped

setup.

The skill of this self-proclaimed “data and physics geek” didn’t go 

2022.
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ENGINEERING TOP TALENT
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Watching data telemetry, we are taking information
in with all live senses. It’s like conducting a symphony.

David Bascombe, Jr., Senior Technical Engineer, IMSA

 
  

Emily Rivera,  Data and Electronics Engineer, IMSA 

-

David Bascombe, Jr.
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season as an IMSA employee. On a regular day, she conducts 

telemetry, and radio metrics. All of this creates a full picture of 



John Strudel, Senior Manager, Technical Systems, IMSA 
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anecdotal analysis of a car's performance. As Strudel points out, “We are taking data to the next level.”
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PARTNERSHIPS ON TRA
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Manufacturers, suppliers, circuits – all are linked in the ecosystem of the
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Laura Wontrop Klauser, Sports Car Racing Program Manager,
General Motors
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At General Motors, Laura Wontrop Klauser oversees the 
race teams making up Camaro GT4, Cadillac V-Series.R, and 

engine and chassis suppliers; her role is also integrated into 

diverse experiences.

“You can see the experienced and the up-and-coming 
learning together. This has given us a great opportunity to 
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Michelle Hassinger, Manager, 
ExxonMobil

“We are trackside on race day,” explains Hassinger. 

provide insights on performance.”

From motorsports engineers to strategic account 

agility and immediate response.

Hassinger highlights that hers is among many roles 

the forefront of research and development. In many 
areas of the company, there are a variety of career 

for energy.

disciplines of motorsports.

https://www.womenwithdrivesummit.com/


Connie Nyholm

Use your profession for the good of the community. 
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Connie Nyholm, 

the power of an expanded community. Another woman at the center of this 
work is Connie Nyholm and VIR. The story of this historic track – 
resurrected by Nyholm and business partner Harvey Siegel from an 

ncement of 

Nyholm has invested in growing VIR as a center of opportunity. “The track is 
a connector of the broader racing community with the local community.” 
During IMSA events, the university SAE team meets with professional racing 
teams. The local ROTC and other ceremony talent are recruited from 

 one of the 
region’s largest employers.

“VIR is a track that can be put through all the paces,” says Nyholm. Constant 

and preparing the track for any race series. While IMSA GTD classes run VIR

hybrid technology.

Looking beyond the sweeping lines of an IMSA race circuit
one sees the broader impact of the space within the motorsports
As Nyholm describes VIR, “A racetrack is a community for all.” It is a space of 

nd drivers, 
 race 

series,’ partnerships, people.
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In racing, if you can see it, you can be it.
Lyn St. James 

Lyn St. James, Speaker, Author, Mentor, Racer, Co-founder, Women in Motorsports North America

IMSA’s platform reflects overarching positive changes in our society. The motorsports community continues to grow both organically, and 
through intentional advocacy. Automotive Hall of Fame Inductee Lyn St. James emphasizes our sport as a place for any person driven to 
achieve what may seem impossible. 

“Racing is extremely competitive, blind to gender, ethnicity and age. It is a sport that demands the best from everyone. Whether driver, 
engineer, crew member or team leader, one cannot be mediocre and succeed in motorsports. Racing requires problem solving and 
decision-making under incredible pressure. If you have the passion and talent, and remain dedicated to leaving no stone unturned, you will 
eventually win and be valued.   

While motorsports has traditionally been male dominated, that is changing. We are a culture of successful individuals from all walks of life. 
Many leaders—both women and men—are creating opportunities, and celebrating the role models who show what’s possible. In racing, if 
you can see it, you can be it.  Join us!”
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John Doonan

The IMSA platform continually strives to be an accessible,
inclusive environment that welcomes and enables people of all
backgrounds and means to participate in the sport. Across the
paddock, with our partners, we have many initiatives and programs
designed to attract, develop and retain talent, especially from
underrepresented groups.    
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